Referral Protocol for Commanders


Army Regulation 600-85, 12-13 

When ARNG Soldiers are identified voluntarily or involuntarily as possible alcohol or other drug abusers, the unit commander or designated representative will promptly:

1. Counsel and advise the Soldiers of their rights under the appropriate provisions of the State law pertaining to self-incrimination using the appropriate State Rights Warning Procedure/Waiver Certificate.

2. Explain the “Limited Use Policy” to soldier.

3. Complete DA Form 4856 for referral to the Prevention Coordinator for treatment coordination.

4. Soldiers must be advised that: 

a. They must be screened /evaluated within 30 days of the command counseling session.

b. They are responsible for all costs incurred in any referral/rehabilitation programs.

c. They must sign a consent statement that allows the treatment personnel to share necessary treatment information with the unit commander or designee.  Soldiers must request that treatment personnel provide monthly updates in writing to unit commanders, who must be kept informed regarding the progress of treatment.

d. Failure to participate in and successfully complete approved State or ASAP counseling or treatment program, or the refusal to sign consent to release information to the unit commander, will result in consideration for separation under AR 135-175 or AR 135-178.
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