G-1 Retirement Services Office
Preparing For Military Retirement
(Family Participation)



Provides a synopsis of the importance of family participation in the retirement preparation process. 

1. The family served as a unit on active duty and will serve as a unit in retirement.  Therefore, the retirement process, from start to finish, should be a family affair.

2. In accordance with AR 600-8-7, Installation Retirement Service Officers (RSOs) are charged with the responsibility of conducting preretirement orientations.  They report that almost 80 percent of Soldiers attending preretirement orientations do so without family members.  These orientations are not solely for the soldier.  Like new arrival orientations, preretirement orientations are designed and presented for the family.

3. Information on retirement processing, movement of household goods, selection of a retirement location, issuance of new ID cards, TRICARE, Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP), VA benefits, retired pay, and other benefits and entitlements are complex. When only the Soldier attends the preretirement orientations, the information received cannot be fully relayed to the family.  This prevents the family members from taking full advantage of their benefits and entitlements.  When Soldiers and family members do not attend preretirement orientations together, they approach the military retirement phase of their lives unprepared and uninformed.

The more a family understands military retirement, the less stressful will be the transition from military to retired life.  This will result in a more pleasant and successful military retirement.
When is the next preretirement orientation at your installation?  Click here for contact information for your RSO.
