
Live Fire Shoothouse Briefing Range 8
19NOV2012


1.  GENERAL INFORMATION:

A. Unit Commanders are responsible for the training and safety of their units per AR 385-63, paragraph 2-1a.

B. Components other than ARNG must pay for targets.  Range Control and the firing unit will keep an accurate count of used targets.

C. No unit is exempt from paying for damage that is a result of intentional actions or malfeasance.  EXAMPLE:  Aiming at and shooting target frames.

D. The firing unit is responsible for returning range equipment in a clean working order.

E. Range Control will remain on site during range fire, and address shortcomings to the OIC/RSO.

F. Any live-fire training that is apart from the standard range layout must be approved by Range Control. 

G. ACH (Kevlar), Body Armor, Wrap Around Eye Protection, hearing protection WILL be worn by all military personnel utilizing the shoothouse at ALL times or equivalent.  Long sleeve shirt is recommended.

2.  REQUIRED PUBLICATIONS: 

A. Units firing on Camp Dawson ranges must have in their possession AR 385-63, DA-PAM 385-63, and the FM &/or TM for each weapon system that is in use.

B. Using unit will be issued a copy of the Camp Dawson Live Fire Shoothouse SOP or Range Book at the conclusion of this briefing or prior to occupying the range.


3.  COMMUNICATIONS:  
	
A. Firing units must maintain two means of two-way communications with Range Control.

B. Range Control will issue the firing unit one radio (receiver / transmitter), per range issued, as one means of communication.

C. Personal or Unit Cell phones are an acceptable alternate means of communication.

Range Control:  304.791.4070,  
Operations:  304.791.4387 
Security 304.791.4301 

D. Units must adhere to proper military radio procedures.

E. Unit must monitor radio during range fire.  Failure to do so will result in Range Control issuing an immediate cease-fire, and possible change in OIC and RSO.

F. Radio and Cell Phone Checks from the range will be completed when the Using Unit occupies the range.

G. It is the responsibility of the using unit to initiate all radio checks.     
 

4. SAFETY:

A. During range fire, units must have a medic (i.e. 18D, 94B, etc) with a minimum of an aid bag and supplies to sustain life and treat injuries that may occur while training on the range.

B. Range Medics must be listed on the OIC/RSO memo sent by the firing unit’s command prior to performing range duties.

C. Range medics will perform no other functions.

D. Units may substitute an EMT if they have current certification, and possess an aid bag and supplies to sustain life and treat injuries that may occur while training on the range.

E. Firing units must have a litter-bearing vehicle with driver parked beside the range.  The driver will have a strip map to the Preston Memorial Hospital, and should complete an actual route recon prior to occupying the range (Time Permitting).

F. See Attached, ANNEX A, for information regarding Medical Emergencies. 

G. Do not remove loaded weapons from the shoothouse. 

H. Rod all weapons prior to entering the shoothouse and prior to removing them from the shoothouse.

I. Hearing protection is inside the shoothouse and where indicated.

J. Upon seeing an unsafe act, any person may call for an immediate cease-fire.

K. Do not allow shooters to engage targets within 1 meter.

L. In the event of a fire in the Live Fire Shoothouse call an immediate cease-fire and notify Range Control 

5.  REQUIREMENTS FOR OIC/RSO:

A. Range OICs must hold the military pay grade of E7 or above.  (Other Government Agency employees must be a GS-9, equivalent, or higher (UNLESS APPROVED BY THE INSTALLATION RANGE OFFICER).  All other civilian users will be approved by Range Control prior to utilizing the range.)

B. Range RSOs must hold military pay grade of E6 or above.  (Other Government Agency employees must be a GS-7, equivalent, or higher (UNLESS APPROVED BY THE INSTALLATION RANGE OFFICER). All other civilian users will be approved by Range Control prior to utilizing the range.)

C. Must have satisfactorily completed a standard program of instruction in the duties of OIC and/or RSO developed by the battalion or higher HQ to which they are assigned.  AND the unit must provide Range Control with a roster signed by commander along with all team members that have completed IWQ and reflexive fire within the last year.

D.  Must be qualified and knowledgeable in the weapons systems being used, and the OIC/RSO duties that appear in the FM/TM of the weapon system.

E. Must attend Camp Dawson Range Briefing and successfully complete the Camp Dawson Range OIC/RSO Safety examination.

F.   Certifications will be valid for a period of one year, and will be issued a certification   card to reflect validity.  The card and/or memo must be on hand for training.


6.  DUTIES OF THE OIC/RSO:

A. Range OIC / RSO will follow the procedures of AR 385-63, DA PAM 385-63, and the FM & TM of each weapon system that is in use.

B. In addition to those procedures, unit OIC/RSO is responsible for the following:
		
1) Sign for radios, range box(es), keys and additional equipment as needed from Range Control.

2) Upon occupying the range, the Range OIC will notify Range Control that the unit has occupied the range.  Example:  “Range Control, this is the 223D Truck Company, we are occupying Range 4.”

3) Ensure range flag is properly installed on the range pole.

4) The OIC will ensure all doors are locked and personnel are in position to secure doors and prevent entry to the facility

5) Upon completion of the initial range setup and prior to going into a “hot” status, the unit will request a safety inspection from Range Control.  Example:  “Range Control, this is Range 4, request safety inspection.”

6) After the Range Control Safety Inspection is satisfactorily completed, OIC/RSO requests permission to go into a “hot” status.  Example:  “Range Control this is Range 4, request permission to go hot.” 

7) Monitoring the radio and initiating radio checks on the hour and half hour as long as the range is in a hot status.  Example:  If the firing unit goes hot at 0810 hours, their first radio check would be at 0830, their second is at 0900, etc….

8) Requests firing status change from Range Control and provide an explanation for the change.  Example:  “Range Control, this is Range 4, request cease fire.  Break.  <PAUSE> Other reasons for cease fire may be: meals, finished daylight firing & awaiting night fire, injuries, and personnel in surface danger zone, lightning or any other hazard.

9) At the conclusion of range firing, requests cease-fire.

10)  Advise Range Control when the unit is ready for a range clearance inspection.

11) During clearance inspection, informs Range Control of the number of rounds fired by caliber and the number of personnel trained. 

12) The OIC,RSO and Range Control MUST remain on the range at all times while the range is in a Hot status.

13) The OIC and RSO will perform no other function.   

14) Turn in of all equipment. 


7.  ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR CONDUCT OF FIRE

A. START OF EACH SCENARIO:

1. Magazine removed

2. Bolt, slide or cocking lever locked to the rear.

3. SAFETY ON

4. Visually and physically inspect the chamber.

5. Magazines and rounds will be loaded after entry to the shoothouse. (Rodding procedures will be conducted inside the shoothouse at the entry points that are designated by high visibility painted lines on the floor and walls.)

B. MUZZLE AWARENESS:

1. Always point your weapon in a safe direction

2. Treat all weapons as if loaded, even after you have ensured the weapon is cleared

3. Never point a firearm at anything or anybody that you do not intend to shoot, or in a direction where an accidental discharge may do harm

4. Keep your finger straight and indexed off the trigger until you intend to fire

5. NO SHOOTING AT THE FLOOR

6. Be sure of your target, backstop and beyond.

7. Direct all rounds into the target backstops

8. Know the location of team members

9. All shooters will abide by the one-meter rule.  DO NOT ENGAGE TARGETS WITHIN ONE-METER OF ANOTHER SHOOTER

8.  ADDITIONAL SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS: 

A. We are responsible for each other’s safety – Anyone seeing an unsafe act will call cease fire and report it immediately to an RSO.

B. Report any and all injuries immediately to an RSO.

C. Realistic training is important, however safety comes first!  At no time is any participant allowed to leave the training area without notifying an RSO.

D. Do not enter any unauthorized areas.

E. Only authorized ammunition will be used, check the approved list in Authorized Weapons and Ammunition 3-3 of the SOP.

F. Vertical and horizontal high visibility line will mark the firing limits inside the shoothouse.

G. Do not shoot past 90 degrees while on the move

H. Do not engage targets that have fallen on the furniture or the floor.

I. If you have a malfunction that can be cleared, clear it and move on

J. If you have a malfunction that cannot be cleared, call “CEASE FIRE”.

K. If you pass your target and fail to engage it, do not backup and try to reengage it.

L. If your buddy passes his target and fails to engage it, do not shoot at his target.

M. If you make a mistake and go the wrong way, don’t compound your mistake and try to change back; YOU ARE COMMITTED.

N. If the shooter ahead of you goes the wrong way, don’t follow him.  Take his sector of fire and remain alert in case he tries to change direction

O. If you are engaging targets mounted on a bullet trap or fixed to the wall, ensure you do not engage at less than a 45 degree angle, and 1 meter away, so your round does not have a chance to ricochet.

P. If you are unsure of your shot, DO NOT TAKE IT.

Q. IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF YOUR SHOT AT ANY TIME, DO NOT TAKE IT.  DISCUSS IT AFTER OPERATIONS

R. NO PERSONS WILL PARTICIPATE IN TRAINING WITH A BLOOD ALCOHOL CONTENT IN EXCESS OF .00% BY WEIGHT OR UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR MEDICATION THAT WOULD IMPAIR THEIR MOTOR SKILLS, JUDGEMENT OR BALANCE.

S. Weapon clearing procedures will be conducted at the designated rodding areas at each entry point that was discussed in Annex A para. 2-e Procedures are as follows:

1. Place weapon on safe

2. Lock bolt, slide or cocking lever to rear of weapon

3. Remove feed source

4. RSO will visually inspect chamber, magazine well and bolt face of weapon and rod the weapon

5. After weapon is rodded and cleared by RSO the individual will exit the shoothouse.

9.   AUDIBLE AND VISUAL SIGNALS:

A. If you see red flashing lights, hear a siren, MULTIPLE WHISTLE BLASTS or the commands “STOP” or “CEASE FIRE,” do just that.  Place your weapons on safe and let them hang and/or holster, and wait for further instructions.

B. The command “HOLD” applies to a single room.  Personnel inside that room shall place weapons on safe, let them hang and/or holster and wait for further instructions.

C. REMEMBER ANYONE OBSERVING AN UNSAFE ACT CAN CALL, “CEASE FIRE” AT ANY TIME.

10.	HANDLING DOWNED SHOOTERS (ACTUAL OR NOTIONAL)

A. Prior to handling a downed shooter, place your weapons on safe and let them hang and/or holster.  Sling your primary weapon behind you so that it is not hanging between you and the person to whom you are providing assistance.  Ensure the downed shooters weapon is on safe, remove it from their body and sling it to yourself behind you, or hand it off to another shooter.  Ensure the second weapon is safe and holstered.

1. Downed Shooter (Notional).  If a shooter is downed by an instructor for tactical error, that shooter will lock and clear their weapon and place it on safe, and let hang or holster, then sit or lay down, out of the way of the stack and wait for assistance.

2. Downed Shooter (Actual)

a. If a shooter is down due to an actual injury, a “CEASE FIRE” will be called immediately.

b. Shooters not involved will leave the Live Fire Facility for accountability and control

c. The medic on the scene will make the determination and advise the RSO/OIC of the required medical response procedures.

d. The RSO/OIC will contact Range Control, via radio/phone, to request a MEDEVAC. See Annex A for medical emergencies.

11. 	RANGE TURN-IN PROCEDURES: 

A. Unless directed by Range Control remove used targets from the cardboard and leave the target frames in the target holders

B. Police brass, pallets, garbage, ammo cans, etc… from the shoothouse.

C. DO NOT SWEEP INSIDE THE SHOOTHOUSE

D. Advise Range Control when the unit is ready for a range clearance inspection.  OIC should maintain enough personnel on the range to address shortcomings identified by Range Control.

E. Upon completion of range inspection, the unit will return all range equipment to the Range Control Office in building 402.   The equipment will be inspected for serviceability and cleanliness prior to turn in.  Using unit will be held responsible for any missing or broken equipment.


Annex A:

MEDICAL EMERGENCIES:

1. Medical Emergencies:  

A. Report accidents, injuries, and serious incidents to Camp Dawson Operations/Range Control or Security (between 0730hrs and 1600 hrs) as soon as possible according to 9 line MEDEVAC format (SEE ATTACHED).  It is imperative this information be as complete and accurate as possible.

B. Camp Dawson Operations/Range Control or Security will notify 911 or medical facilities if using unit does not have direct contact with them.  If calling from an on post phone dial 9 for an outside line (ex. 9-911)

C. The local hospital, Preston Memorial, is located in Kingwood (Phone: 304-329-1400).  Camp Dawson recommends that one of the using unit medical personnel coordinate with, and recon the hospital before operations begin.

D. 911 services are available in Kingwood.  This is a civilian service and using units will be charged.

E. The nearest Trauma Center is located at Ruby Memorial Hospital, Morgantown, West Virginia.  Phone:  304-598-4000.

F. Units will provide a Point Of Contact to whom Operations can refer media inquiries regarding accidents.

2. Example of 9 Line Format for MED-EVAC: 

(INFORMATION SHOULD BE AS COMPLETE AS POSSIBLE) 

LINE 1 – LOCATION OF PICKUP SITE [MINIMUM OF SIX DIGIT GRID COORDINATE]

LINE 2 - CALL SIGN OF CONTACT UNIT AT PICKUP SITE

LINE 3 -NUMBER OF PATIENTS BY PRECEDENCE, USING BREVITY CODES BELOW, IF MORE THAN ONE TYPE BREAK TRANSMISSION BETWEEN EACH
            A=Urgent
            B=Urgent-Surg
            C=Priority
            D=Routine
            E=Convenience

LINE 4 - SPECIAL EQUIPMENT REQUIRED
            A=None
            B=Hoist
            C=Extraction equipment
            D=Ventilator

LINE 5 - NUMBER OF PATIENTS BY TYPE (Litter or Ambulance)

LINE 6 – NUMBER AND TYPE OF WOUND, INJURY, OR ILLNESS (BE SPECIFIC)

LINE 7 - METHOD OF MARKING PICKUP SITE
            A=Panels
            B=Pyrotechnic signal
            C=Smoke
            D=None
            E=Other

LINE 8 – PATIENT NATIONALITY AND STATUS
· A-U.S. MILITARY
· B-U.S. CIVILIAN
· C-NON-U.S. MILITARY
· D-NON-U.S. CIVILIAN
· E-EPW

LINE 9 – TERRAIN DESCRIPTION (IN DETAIL)
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